Missionary Biographies (Stories and Chapter Books)

Children

By Faith Biography series by Ambassador-Emerald International. Paperback, chapter books on
Mary Slessor, David Livingstone, Robert Morrison, and John Wycliffe. For ages 9-12. Order at
Amazon.com.

Christian Heroes for Young Readers series by Renee Meloche. YWAM Publishing. Series of 14
illustrated, hardcover books about missionaries. These are written in rhyme. For ages 5-10. Order
from www.ywampublising.org or call 1.800.922.3143.

Christian Heroes Then and Now series by Janet and Geoff Benge, YWAM Publishing. This series
includes 36 missionary biography chapter books. Excellent models of Christian faith in action.
Paperback books are available separately, in sets of 5, or in a 36-book collection. For grades 4 and
up. Order from www.ywampublishing.com or call 1.800.922.3143.

Free downloadable mission stories in PDF format, WMU. Six stories are for preschoolers. Eight are
missionary biographies for elementary-aged children. Go to www.childrensmissions.com, click on
the Resources tab, and look for the Free Children’s Missions Books section.

God's Prisoner: The Story of Richard Wurmbrand by Voice of the Martyrs and Cheryl Odden.
Hardcover, 42-page illustrated storybook tells the story of VOM founder Richard Wurmbrand. He
had the courage to stand up against a government that would not let him worship God. Even after
he was sent to prison, but Wurmbrand refused to give in to the communist leaders. Order at
wwwZ.vombooks.com or call 1.800.747.0085.

God'’s Witness: The Story of Stephen by Voice of the Martyrs and Cheryl Odden. Hardcover, 40-
page illustrated storybook tells the story of the Stephen, an early witness for Jesus. Written to
inspire children to witness boldly for Jesus Christ. Order at wwwZ2.vombooks.com or call
1.800.747.0085.

Hero Tales series by Dave and Neta Jackson. Bethany House Publishers. Four hardcover books in
this series. Each volume has stories of 15 heroes of the faith, discussion questions, and scripture
highlighting Christian character qualities. For ages 6-12. Order at www.bethanyhouse.com or call
612.829.2500.

I Heard the Good News Today: Stories for Children by Cornelia Lehn, Faith and Life Press. 148-
page volume contains 93 short stories. Includes early missionaries in church history as well as
modern-day missionaries. Good read-aloud stories for ages 5-9. Order at Amazon.com.

The Lottie and Annie Upside-Down Book by Cara Lynn Vogel, WMU. Tells the fascinating stories of
Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong. For preschool. Order at www.wmustore.com or call
1.800.968.7301.

The Little Lights set by Catherine Mackenzie, Christian Focus Publications. Six hardcover,
illustrated books that are great for beginning readers. Books are about 30 pages long. Set includes
books on Corrie ten Boom, Amy Carmichael, David Livingstone, George Mueller, Helen Roseveare,
and Hudson Taylor. For ages 4-8. Order at Amazon.com.

Missionary Stories from Around the World by Betty Swinford, CR4Kids. 190-page paperback of
short missionary biographies that demonstrate how God has been at work in every corner of the



globe. Perfect as short bedtime stories or as a chapter book for independent readers ages 8-12.
Order from Amazon.com.

OMF Books series by various authors. Titles include Granny Han'’s Breakfast, Ian and the Gigantic
Leafy Obstacle, New Toes for Tia, Tall Pine Mystery, and The Gods Must Be Angry. Short stories of
life on the mission field for ages 5-8 and 9-12. Order from www.omfbooks.com or call 1.888-663-
2665.

A Question of Yams: A Missionary Story Based on True Events by Gloria Repp, JourneyForth. 80-
page paperback relates the story of a missionary in Papua New Guinea who translates the Bible into
a tribal language and the effect that this “book” has on the people who read it. For ages 9-12. Order
at Amazon.com.

Reel Kids Adventures by Dave Gustaveson, YWAM Publishing. Series of 10 books features Christian
teenagers who visit missionaries around the world. For ages 9-12. Available separately, in 5-book
sets, or as a 10-book collection. Order at www.ywampublishing.org or call 1.800.922.3143.

Ten Boys Who Changed the World by Irene Howat, Christian Focus Publications. Paperback with
short stories of ten boys who grew up to become men of great influence, used by Christ to change
the world in their times. Tells of John Newton, William Carey, Adoniram Judson, Eric Liddell,
Brother Andrew, George Muller, David Livingston, Billy Graham, Luis Palau, and Nicky Cruz. For
ages 9-12. Order at Amazon.com.

Ten Girls Who Changed the World by Irene Howat, Christian Focus Publications. Paperback with
short stories of ten girls who grew up to become women of significance and influence. Tells of
Gladys Aylward, Corrie ten Boom, Catherine Booth, Granny Brand, Amy Carmichael, Elisabeth Fry,
Isobel Kuhn, Jackie Pullinger, Mary Slessor, and Joni Eareckson Tada. For ages 9-12. Order at
Amazon.com.

Trailblazer series by Dave and Neta Jackson, Bethany House Publications. 40 biographies of
heroes of the Christian faith written for children. For age 9-12. Order at www.bethanyhouse.com or
call 612.829.2500.

Teens

A Chance to Die: The Life and Legacy of Amy Carmichael by Elisabeth Elliot, Revell. 384-page
paperback. At a very young age, Amy Carmichael felt called to the mission field, followed God's
guidance, and eventually went to India, where she would spend 53 years. Amy founded the
Dohnavur Fellowship, a refuge for children in moral danger-children who were orphaned or
unwanted and sold to the temple. Amy became a mother for these children, and so they called her
"Amma." Teen/adult. Order from www.ywampublishing.com or call 1.800.922.3143.

God’s Adventurer by Phyllis Thompson, OMF Books. 112-page paperback. Hudson Taylor was a
teen when God told him to go to China. Though he was alone, broke and critically ill, he hung on to
that goal and to the God who was sending him. Danger and adventure abound in this true story of a
man who dared to risk and trust. For ages 13+. Order from www.omfbooks.com or call 1.888-663-
2665.

God’s Smuggler by John Sherrill, Elizabeth Sherrill, and Brother Andrew, Chosen. 256-page
paperback. As a boy, Brother Andrew dreamed of being a spy undercover behind enemy lines. As a
man he found himself undercover for God. The true story of a young Dutch factory worker's
incredible efforts to transport Bibles across closed borders-and the miraculous ways in which God



provided for him every step of the way. Teen/adult. Order from www.ywampublishing.com or call
1.800.922.3143.

International Adventure series by, YWAM Publishing. Series of 14 paperback books. From the
streets of Amsterdam to remote Pacific islands to the jungles of Ecuador and beyond, each
international adventure that emerges is a dramatic episode that could be directed only by the hand
of God. For ages 14+. Order from www.ywampublishing.com or call 1.800.922.3143.

Titles in this series include:

Against All Odds The Man With the Bird on His Head
Bruchko Peace Child

A Cry From the Streets Taking the High Places

Dayuma: Life Under Waorani Spears Tomorrow You Die

Imprisoned in Iran Torches of Joy

Living on the Devil's Doorstep Totally Surrounded

Lords of the Earth A Walking Miracle

Jesus Freaks series by dc Talk, Bethany House, Stories of Christians down through the ages that
have stood strong for what they believe in the face of persecution and even martyrdom. For teens.
Order at www.bethanyhouse.com or call 1.800.877.2665.

Mission Possible: The Wonderful Story of God and a Wycliffe Translator in the Jungles of Papua
New Guinea by Marilyn Lazlo, Tyndale House Publishers. 216-page paperback tells the dynamic
true story of Bible translator Marilyn Laszlo. Journey through the jungles of Papua New Guinea as
she shares her adventures bringing the Word of God to the Sepik Iwam tribe. For teen/adult. Order
from www.ywampublishing.com or call 1.800.922.3143.

The Promise by Mary Teegardin, OMF Books. 160-page paperback. One night Mary Teegardin
makes a promise to God. Little does she know it will carry her half way around the world to China
and throw her into the hands of the communists! Mary struggles to stay true to her promise - and to
be thankful in everything. Ages 13+. Order from www.omfbooks.com or call 1.888-663-2665.

The Savage My Kinsman by Elisabeth Elliot, Vine Books. 152-page paperback book tells the story
in text and pictures of Elisabeth Elliot's venture into Auca territory to live with the same Indians
who had killed her husband. For teen/adult. Order from www.ywampublishing.com or call
1.800.922.3143.

Tales Of Persia: Missionary Stories From Islamic Iran by William McElwee Miller, P&R
Publishing. 163-page paperback book of missionary tales that teach readers about Islam and
encourage a new generation of Christians. The author spent 43 years as a missionary in Iran. Useful
for family devotions. Teens/young adult. Order from Amazon.com.



